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Sources:  Williams, G.D.; Stinson, F.S.; Lane, J.D.; Tunson, S.L.; and Dufour, M.C. Surveillance Report #39, Apparent Per Capita Consumption:
National, State, and Regional Trends, 1977-94.  Rockville, MD:  National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Division of Biometry and Epide-
miology, Alcohol Epidemiologic Data System, December 1996.  Data updated from: Hyman, M., Zimmerman, M., Gurioli, C.; and Helrich, A. Drinkers,
Drinking and Alcohol-Related Mortality and Hospitalizations:  A Statistical Compendium, 1980 edition.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University, 1980.
The data reflects the U.S. population age 15 and older until 1970 and population 14 and older thereafter.

150 Years of Alcohol Consumption
Per capita ethanol consumption, in gallons, 1850-1995
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1914-1918  World War I

1919 -1933
Prohibition

1939  Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) founded

1939-1945  World War II

1954  AMA declares alcoholism a disease

1961-1975  Vietnam War

1980  MADD founded

Early 1970’s   29 states lower drinking age
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